
Sciences Po Strasbourg – Enseignements d’ouverture 2024-25 

Course:  

Decentralising the classroom, decentring the social sciences. Democracy and the people, here and there 

 

This course will examine the state of the world in terms of democratic legitimacy by analyzing the link established 

(or not) by intellectual and political agents between “democracy” and “the people”. It will focus on the role the 

social sciences play in the homogenization and circulation of ideas about political power and its legitimization 

around the world and teach how to emancipate from mainstream or dominant frameworks. Interactive activities 

(debates, co-working) will take place during some of the sessions.  

This new course is a teaching and learning experiment linking together three students’ groups and teaching staff 

from Strasbourg, Brazil and Santiago (Chile). It decentralizes the classroom by integrating lecturers and students 

from diverse locations and academic traditions.  

This course will be held jointly, from October the 15th until November the 26th, with sessions in hybrid format, 

linking the three classrooms at the same time, with the permanent presence of the local teaching staff. In 

Strasbourg, the sessions will be in-person classes (in-classroom meetings), with our Brazilian and Chilean 

colleagues online.  

In strong coherence with its organisation, the course deals with the effects of international knowledge circulation 

within the social sciences. The course problematizes the unequal treatment of social science approaches from 

different locations, reflects upon processes of “canonisation”, questions established canons, and gives the students 

tools and frameworks to decentralise the social sciences as they are taught in the participating locations. The 

trans-regional perspective offers a framework for students to emancipate from some of the dominating 

mainstream frameworks about political and sociological thought.  

General topic: democracy and the people 

The course theme will allow each of the professors to develop a topic of their own expertise, with a joint core 

concern around the localised production and transnational circulation of experiences of democratisation and 

approaches to the concept of democracy. The course will focus on the particular issue of popular representation, 

linking the problematic of the course with the contemporary criticisms of liberal democracy, whether they are 

theorised as “illiberal” or as “populist”.  

Among the topics of the course, let us cite, for example:  

Lélia Gonzalez' perspective on 'Améfrica Ladina" and its contribution to debates around democracy and 

situated knowledge,  

Democratisation and representation of the people – “Western” and “Eastern” Europe,  

"We are the people!"? Representative claim-making within the German far right… 

Technological challenges to democracies: from citizen algorithms to digital resistance  

 

Teaching staff:  

Leandro Rodriguez Medina, Center for the Study of Science, Technology and Society, Universidad Alberto Hurtado 

(Chile) independent seminar 



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2303-9835 

Stefan Klein, Department and Graduate Programme of Sociology, Universidade de Brasília, Brazil, MA course 

https://ppgsol.unb.br/teams/stefan-klein/. 

Magdaléna Hadjiisky and Wiebke Keim, Institut d'Etudes Politiques-Strasbourg and SAGE Institute, MA-level/IEP 4th 

year interdisciplinary and interinstitutional course. http://sage.unistra.fr/membres/enseignants-

chercheurs/hadjiisky-magdalena/ ; https://sage.unistra.fr/membres/chercheurs-cnrs/keim-wiebke/ 

 

The course will benefit from the long-standing expertise and collaboration of the research network coordinated by 

Wiebke Keim and Leandro Rodriguez Medina. See Keim, Wiebke; Rodríguez Medina, Leandro, et al. (eds.), 2023. 

Routledge Handbook of academic knowledge circulation. London: Routledge. 

 

Reading suggestions: 

BARRETO, Raquel, "Amefricanity: The black feminism of Lélia Gonzalez". Radical Philosophy 209, Winter 2020, pp. 

15–20. Available at: <https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/rp209_barreto.pdf>. 

CLEEN, Benjamin de (2017): "Populism and Nationalism". In: Rovira Kaltwasser, Taggart et al. (Ed.) 2017 – The Oxford 

handbook of populism. Oxford University Press; 342-362 

GENDLER, M.A. (2021) Internet, algoritmos y democracia ¿Del sueño a la pesadilla? Revista Nueva Sociedad No 294: 

38-48. [Available at: https://biblat.unam.mx/es/revista/nueva-sociedad/articulo/internet-algoritmos-y-democracia-

del-sueno-a-la-pesadilla] and will be translated for non-Spanish speakers 

HAVEL Vaclav, The power of the powerless, 1978. Originally written in Czech and published in samizdat. On-line : 

https://web.archive.org/web/20120107141633/http://www.vaclavhavel.cz/showtrans.php?cat=clanky&val=72_aj_cl

anky.html&typ=HTML 

HAYAT Samuel, « La carrière militante de la référence à Bernard Manin dans les mouvements français pour le tirage 

au sort ». Colloque “Democracia, sorteo, representación. Actualidad de un debate de 2500 años”, Dec 2016, Séville, 

Italie. Published in Participations, hors-série, 2019, p. 437 à 451   

LAGO MARTÍNEZ, S., GENDLER, M. & MÉNDEZ, A. (2021) Movimientos sociales, apropiación de tecnologías digitales y 

transformaciones en los procesos de acción colectiva. In F. Sierra, S. Leetoy & T. Gravante (eds) Democracia 

inconclusa: Movimientos sociales, esfera pública y redes digitales. Mexico City: Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 

México & Centro de Investigaciones Interdisciplinarias en Ciencias y Humanidades, pp. 101-122 [Available at: 

https://ru.ceiich.unam.mx/handle/123456789/3795] and will be translated for non-Spanish speakers. 

MANIN Bernard, Principes du gouvernement représentatif, Paris, Calmann-Levy, 1995 (translated into Spanish and 

into English) 

PERRY, Keisha-Khan Y. & SOTERO, Edilza. "Amefricanidade: The Black Diaspora Feminism of Lélia Gonzalez". Lasa 

Forum 50.3, Summer 2019, pp. 60-64. Available at: <https://forum.lasaweb.org/files/vol50-issue3/Dossier-Lelia-

Gonzalez-5.pdf>. 

RIOS, Flavia. "Améfrica Ladina: The Conceptual Legacy of Lélia Gonzalez (1935–1994)". Lasa Forum 50.3, Summer 

2019, pp. 75-79. Available at: <https://forum.lasaweb.org/files/vol50-issue3/Dossier-Lelia-Gonzalez-8.pdf>. 
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